Application No. 10/680,188 
SEC! 077 

Amendment filed February 28, 2006 

Remarks/Arguments 

Claim Summary 

By this Amendment, non-elected claims 9-19 have been cancelled without 
prejudice or disclaimer of their subject matter. 

Claims 1-8 are now pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 and §103 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 or §103 as being unpatentable 
over Zhao et al. (US 5,846,332), taken alone or in combination with Tan et al. (US 
2002/0187655). Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 

The Examiner states that "Zhao et al teaches a plasma processing apparatus that 
includes: a chuck 140 having an upper surface for holding a substrate and an outer 
peripheral sidewall; . . . [and] a guide ring extending 146 around the chuck having a first 
annular portion 192." See, Office Action at page 2. However, Zhao et al. (hereafter, 
"Zhao") does not teach "a guide ring extending around the chuck," as claimed in 
claim 1, but rather teaches "a peripheral centering ring 146, shown in FIG. 8, disposed 
in an annular ledge 148 recessed in the upper periphery of the pedestal 140" (See, 
Zhao at col. 10, lines 19-21). The peripheral centering ring taught by Zhao (which the 
Examiner characterizes as a guide ring) is "recessed in the upper periphery of the 
pedestal 140" (See, Zhao at col. 10, lines 19-21), and thus does not "[extend] around 
the chuck," as claimed in Claim 1 . 

In addition, Zhao does not teach "a first annular portion," as claimed in claim 
1 . Claim 1 recites "a guide ring extending around the chuck, said guide ring 
comprising a first annular portion having an inner peripheral side wall surrounding the 
outer peripheral side wall of said chuck", while Zhao teaches that "[t]he centering ring 
146... includes a flat annular upper surface 190 and inside and below this surface 190 
an annular ledge 192" (See, Zhao at col. 12, lines 57-60). Zhao does not teach that the 
annular ledge (which the Examiner characterizes as a first annular portion) "[has] an 
inner peripheral side wall surrounding the outer peripheral side wall of said chuck" 
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(See, Claim 1). Additionally, the annular ledge is recessed in the pedestal since the 
annular ledge is a part of the centering ring, which is recessed in the pedestal. Thus, 
the annular ledge taught by Zhao does not "[have] an inner peripheral side wall 
surrounding the outer peripheral side wall of said chuck" (see, claim 1) because the 
annular ledge is recessed in the pedestal. 

For at least the foregoing reasons. Applicants respectfully contend that claims 
1-8 define over Zhao, taken alone or in combination with Tan et al. 

Conclusion 

Reconsideration and favorable action upon claims 1-8 now present in the 
application are requested. 
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